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Nederlandse Maginata Renmei

President: Andre Raboen
History:

The Netherlands first came in contact with naginata
in 1977, this was when Fanahara Sensel and Tanaka
Sensei had given a workshop during a kendo seminar in
France. Due to the lack of knowledge and the distance
between the 'people who wanted to learn naginata actual
practice did not start untit 1979. Until that time individuals
practiced ashisabaki and men uchi by themselves.

In 1979 there was a cultural exchange between the
Netherlands and Japan in which a delegation of Budo
Sensei cameé to the Netherlands to demonstrate kendo,
jaido, kyudo and naginata in several cities around the
countx_'j/. This renewed the ties with naginata and there
were demos and workshops given by Tokunaga Sensei
and Noda Sensei with a large group of interested people.
During the second Dutch kendo championships in
the Hague the two Sensei gave a fantastic naginata
demonstration. At the end of this Budo week the Sensei

NNR

gave sune-ate and naginata to the Netherlands so that

they could start naginata:

The idea to start a Naginata Federaton for the
Netherlands came in 1980 when Andre Raboen discussed
this with Suzuki san (kendo, The Hague). During the
80's Andre Raboen went to Japan to learn more about
kendo and ﬁaginata (ﬁaginata in Tokyo and Itami). After
1986 Andre Raboen committed himself to naginata and
made the Nederlandse Naginata Renmei into what it is
today. ' '

* Currently naginata is practiced weekly in five dojo
in the cities of Middelburg, Breda, Tilburg, Capalle aan
den Tjssel and Utrecht. There are 2 naginata clubs in the
Netherlands : Nami-kai and Sakura-kai. The Nederlandse
Naginata Renmei (NNR) organizes 2 weekend seminars
every vear and spreads the name of naginata with regular
workshops and demonstrations around the country.
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